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for tlieir liil~d ;~ttcntioll and consideratioll, ant1 their clt~hire that  
I shoultl have everything tllat was necessary to bring tllc Expe- 
dition to a siicccssful tcr~ninatiorl. 

S.-T~'lnt~c1.s ;in. Great Y'ibet, o l d  Tnde betzceen Tibet nnc? 
Bengnl. By c. l:. & ~ K I I ~ I N ,  c.n., F.E.<.. F xcrettlrj- I:.C:.S. 

[a(iilr, ~ p l l i  a~t11, 1~55.1 

O r  all the  regiolis ~vliicll reinail1 to bc explored, and fully 
brongl~t to the  hnowlerlgc of geographers, that of Grc.nt Tibet 
is among tllc least known allti the  most in~portnnt. Until  to- 
night no nccbount of this region, deriled fioui the  pcrsoi~al 
observation of' an actual traveller, has bee11 submitted to a 
meeting of tllis Suciety, ~vitli the single exception of tlrat of 
the  Pmiclit who was sent by Colollel ~ l o r ~ t g o m e ~ i c ~  to Lllilsa 
in lS(i5. It is i n d e ~ d  to that  distir~gnishecl otlicer that u e  owe 
all our r ~ c e n t  kriowlcdge of Great T ~ b c t  ; and on(. of the  main 
ol3jec.t.; of tlie present paper is to fi~rnish some acconnt of two 
more recent journeys whicli have been inade ill Tibet by 
Cololiel IJor~tgomerie's emissaries. But  I ; ~ m  also able to 
bring to your notice the worlc of two Englisllmcn who cxplorcd 
portions of Grcnt Tibet marly years ago. Tllc rcjsnlt.; of their 
labours have remained ll idtl~n in forgotten ~umlr:sc.ril,ts 1111til 
now; and us no Ei~ropean has since fbllowetl ~ x a c t l y  ill their 
foot,teps, and they are consequently still tllc most recent 
European explorers of this region, their narrntires corltinue to  
be as valuable and as iilterestirig as if they lind br.r.11 written 
this year. Tlie first of tliese forgottell explorers is Mr. George 
Boglc, nllo was sent by Warren Hastings to tlie Couit of t l l ~  
Teshn Lama just a century ago. Tlie seroncl is Mr. Thomas 
n f a i ~ n i n ~ ,  a private travellel; who reachecl T ~ b e t  in 1812, ancl 
is tlie only Englishman .cvllcj has ever vi4tc.d its capital-Llinsa. 
Boglc an(l 3r:irlrring are the only two Englisl~men \tho l ~ a v c  
ever crosseil the  T>ainl)n. 

It is i1ecess:u-y tha t  I shonld first defille t l ~ c  limits of thc  
regioii to wllicll tlic name of Great or Central Tibet applies. 
Our general kriowledge of that conntry is still dcrived frum thr. 
work of' Dn Ilalcle antl ii.0111 tllc old maps ot'1YLinv~lle, pul,lisllctl 
130 years ago, ant1 based upon the fhmons survey of th(a 
Chiriese Em1)iie undertalien in the  reign of linng-hi, ant1 
commenced ill 1708. Tibet was slxrveyeti by two Lnrn;\s, IIIIO 
had been i~~structecl antl trained by I'brc Hegis and other 
Jesuits at pc!\ir~g. 'l1heir mnp cstcndctl from Billing to t h ~  
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source of the Gangcq, arid, wheri it was delivered into the hands 
of the Jesuit lnlssionaries at  I'ekin at  1717, it \\as found 
snfficicwtly itccuratc ant1 c,onsistel~t to enable thern to coristruct 
from i t  :I map of 'I'ibet, froin vhich I)'-inville cornpiled 
illose n hich still form the basis of modern clc.lincations of 
t llc country. 

nu t  :1lthongl1 the suryey of Tibct mas executed by native 
Lamas, the coi~ntry mas visited by Jesuit mis.;ioniiric.s iri the 
seventecnth :nld eighteenth centuries. In  1661 Fathers Grue- 
ber arid J)or\ille set o11t frorn Peking, ancl reached Lllnsa aftcr 
*I perdous journey of six months, anri they eventually crossed a 
hrmidablr pass into Nepal, :md a~rived safely at Agra. I t  is 
<aid also, that t\\o other missionaries, na~rled Hippolito ljesideri 
and Naiioel Preyre, set ont from Goa in 1714, and reached 
Lhasa two yenrs afterwards. But their narrative, after leaving 
Ladak, breaks off' abruptly. Father Ilorazio cle la Penna, \vith 
eleven companions, has, however, a stronger claim to be 
remembered. He went from Peking to Lhasa in abont 1717, 
at  the very time when the Lama surveyors were at  uork ; and, 
after remaining 30 years in 'Fibet, he died at  l'atan in Nepal, 
in 1747. The reslxlts of his labours, including muoh historical 
inforn~ation, were published at  Rome by Fattier Georngi, in 
1762, incli~ding a Tibetan grammar ; and this is the only source 
lrom which ne derive some knowledge of the succession of the 
early Kings of Tibet. 

I t  is from thcsc, and less accessible Chinese sources, that 
Klaproth, Csorna do Kbliis. Hodgson, and Henry Rtrachey, \reril 
cnabled to divide tlle limits ancl political divisions, and to gim 
11s a general rdea of the topography of T~bet. 

Tllis most interesting region consists of thc clevated platean 
in rear of the first great chain of the Himalayas, nhich over- 
hang the Gangetic Valley ; and Central o r  Great Tibet is that 
portion vvhloh is watered hy tile Tsampn, or the Brahmaputra 
in its upper course, and its tributaries. Tibet is divided into 
four great provinces ; namely, Knm, or Eastern Tibet, of nhich 
wc lrnow little or nothing, but which is believed to be cut up 
~ n t o  deep gorges by the lipper courses of the Ynnng-tsc, the 
Cambodla, the Snl s@n, and Irranndi ; Ari, or Wester11 Tibet, 
which hni; beer1 pretty thorougl~ly explored by our sun cyillg 
parties; and the two 1)rovinces of U;ind Tsa~zg, called Ctsang, 
which form Grcitt 'I'ibet. 'File lattcr region is bounded on tlrc 
vest by the Marian-la, and the mighty Kailas or Gungdisri 
Mountain overloolciilg thc sources of the Ganges and tllc 
Sntlej ; on t l ~ c  soutll I)y t l ~ e  outor range of the l-l~~nalay:ir 
lacing thc Geagetic Valley, and co~ltai~l~rig the loftiest p ~ i ~ l < i  
in the 11 orlcl ; and on the north by another lofty rangtl, c.t~lletL 



by Hodgson tlie ATye~zch7~en-t7idftqlci chaii~, \I h icl~ separates the 
country of ~lllages and cultivation from the iiomadic hordes 
on the still loftier plateau of lacustrinc drai1i:lge bet\Ieen that 
chain and tlie Kuen-lun. The eastern boundary of litsang, or 
Great Tibet, i.s not so clear. It call be ascertained by :t 

scrutiny of tlie lists of towns given by Blaproth an11 IYAnrillt~ 
as situated in the provinces of rl'saiig and U, and of Kam or 
Eastern Tibet respectively, and by drawing a line of separatioii 
b c t ~  een them. Such a line places tlie eastern boundary of Great 
l'lbet along the niver Kenpu or Uihong, and includcs the 
wliole course of the Tsampu or Brallrliaputra above the outcr 
Ilimalayas within it. Great Tibet, or the two provinces of G 
aud Tsnng, thus has an extent of about 750 by 250 miles, and 
is a repion the inhabited parts of nhich are from 10,000 to 
1-1,000 fcet above the sea, bounded by lofty ranges to tlie nortll 
and south, with an inner range traversing it, and separating tlie 
xvatcrshed of thc Ganges from that of the Tsnmpu. I t  has thuq 
t\zo systems of drainage. The Tsanipu, or Brahmaputm, tra- 
~c r scs  tlic whole region from west to east, arid reccivcs trilu- 
taries froin tlre Nycnchhen-tllhnglii Range on the north, and 
the riortliern slopcs of the Himalayan outer and inner chains on 
the south. Tlle rivers w11ic.h rise betneen the inner and outer 
ranges of the Himalayas eitllcr flow, like the Arun (Kosi) and 
tllc Lopra-cachuy of D'Anvillc, through gorgcs in the outer 
chain to Beiigrnl into tlie Tsampu, or into lakes bctwccu tllc 
tno chains. 

This grancl platcau lnay in soinc respects be likened to the 
Collao of Peril lying bctn-een the maritime ancl eastern cordil- 
leras of tlie Andes. Rotll silstnin grcnt floclis ant1 lierds; and 
in both a similar ruminant is used as t l ~ c  beasts of burden, the 
llama in Peru and the sheep in Tibct. In Peru thc Lalie Titi- 
caca. at 12,000 fcet above tlie sea, is used as n n~rans of coni- 
munication by a line of steamers; ill Tibet thc Tsampn is a 
flnvinl l~ighway for mercliants and their goods, also at a heigl~t 
of 12,000 fect above t l ~ c  sea; Tibet and the Collao of Peru 
alifx: abountl in the precious metals, in salt and borax, bnt 
Tibet is niorc diacult of access. On one side the Collao lias 
thc maritilue cordillera with passes Iaidiilg to the I'acific 
coast, on tlie otl~cr thc ;illriferous range of the Eastern Andes 
overlooliing tthc rich a l l~~via l  plailis of tlic Amazon. Grtlat 
Tibct is morc isolated. To the soutll the mighty range of the 
outer IIiri~alaya can only bc traversed by passes 01 extreme 
cliflkulty, and which arc closed by snow during )>art of the 
year ; while to the north a still more' formidable journey over 

- - - - - - - -- - - 
* Shubanslri, in ass an^. 
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s~low-clad plateaux and through fearful mo~llrtain gorges, which 
occupies several months, a ~ s i t s  the traveller who would pass 
from Tibet to China. 

The people of Great Tibet, and their priestly rulers, Ilave a 
strong clainl upon the atterrtior~ of European inquirers. I t  is 
to Chinese exclusive yolic.y, alld not to the 'I'ibetans, that our 
ignorance of tlltir country is due. I n  former days tlle intercolrrse 
betu een Een2:ll i111d rl'ibet I\ as frequent and anchccketl. The 
Tibetans ale of' Clrinrse race, ant1 their lnngua~e is allied to 
B l~ rn~ese ;  but their Buddhist religion, their extensive litera- 
ture, their n ritten character, ant1 their prevailing modes of 
tl~onght, are ;ill derived from India, and prove that for centuries 
there must Eliive been an uninterrupted ebb and flow of com- 
lncrce throng11 the now closed passes of the outer Himalaya11 
range. The monnsterios in every part of Tibet, even the most 
inaccessible. \+it11 their armies of monks. the innurrrcrable ban- 
ners and nlorlunlcnts orr every pass, all point to ideas mlliclr 
had their origin :~nd long prevailed in the valley of the Ganges. 
The belief which forms the basis of Tibetan policy is of Indlan 
origin too, and the 1)alai Iiama llimself is an incarnation, in a 
certain sense, of a Hindu prince, tile lioly and sinless Sakya- 
muni. More strictly he is the incarnate Bodllisattva I'ad- 
~napani, or Avalokitesvarrt, t l ~ c  heavenly representative of Sak- 
~ral111ini. 'rile J1al:ti Lama is the ruler of the province of U, 
~ r i t h  11is ctepital at  Lhasx: but an equally sacred intarllatio~l 
yules over the l'rovincc of 'l'silng, ~~nrnc>lp, tlie Tesllu IJnlna, 
whose capital is at Shigutze, ;uld who resides in the adjacent 
palace of T~shu-luml~o. The 'L1cshu Ilanla is an incarn:~tion of 
the p a t  Tibetan ~efi~rmer Tsonl~hapa, who flourished ill the 
fonrtc~c.~rtlz celrtury. 'L'lic 'l'sampu 1tivc.r 11:ts becn describcd its 
the boundary between tlle two provinces of the Dalai and the 
T r s l ~ l ~  Litmas, U beiny to the north ant1 Tsnng to the south. 
I<ut this is not exactly correiat. Dofile 11lentio11r Chan-nam- 
ling and other to~vns nortll of the Tsamp~i ns part of Ts:tng, 
~vliile an cxamili;rtion of the lists of tonus given by Klxprotll 
and 19'Anrille sho\\rs that st~reral towus reclroned as I~eing 
witliirr the prorirrce ot' U are soxxtll of the great river. 

'rile Lamits say that the ir~tereourse t~etneen Bengal and 
Tibct fell off after the Muhamnlednn conquests in Inrlia ; and i t  
was still furtl~er interrupted by Chinese interftxcnce, anicl by the 
turbnlent chiefships of Nepal and Bhntau oil tlie outer slopes 
of tlic EIimalayas. But therc was liotlling in tlie state of allairs 
to plevent a rcnewal of the old interc~oursc betuepn I3engizl and 
Tibet, and tile cstablislime~lt of friendly co~ll~nercial rc.lations, 
and this T$as pcrceivijd by tlir: gre;rt st;ltesruan wlio estaLlihllct1 
airtl c.onsolitlat(~~l 0111. Iirdia~l Empire. 11-arrcli I l t is t i~i~s,  the 
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first Governor-General, u~id the only one \\ho>c: lldnie is a 
household .word anlong tllc natives of India, lost no ol)portunity 
of extending the influence of the East India Company, and 
iniprovlng the condition of the people under his rule. Not tlie 
least important of his measures was the re-estaljlishment of 
direct intercourse \\it11 Tibet, on occasion of the illetliation of 
Teslln Lama after the Bllutan TYar. He resolved to despatcl~ 
an envoy across the Himalayas, one on wllose ahilities anti 
discretion he cor~ld rely. T l ~ e  great statesman llad trained n 
school of rising administrators, such as liynynniond Elliot. 
di hose early death in Olissa lle so deeply mourned ; Clevlaild of 
Bagulpnr, the f i ~ s t  to tame tlie mild Sonthals, and wliose name 
is still remembered among them ; George Bogle, and others of 
equal l~larli. The choice of Warren liastings fell upon the 
young secretary of the ltoard of 12cvenue, George Cogle, \\]lo 
set out for Tibet in cornp:tny with Dr. Hamilton, an alsistaizt- 
surgeon on the establisllment, and an oflicer of the Tesl~u liama 
nanlccl Paima; ant1 after some cleterition iri Bhutan, tlie tra- 
vellers reached Yari-jong. This is at tile pass at t l ~ e  head of 
the Chnmbi Valley, \vhich divides Chutail from Tibet, sepa- 
rating the deep ant1 wild gorgFs, well woodcd and fertile, n hich 
slope donil to the Bengal plaills from tlie bleak platmu oC tllc 
Tibetan side. In  front \Yere the grassy uplantls patched wit11 
snow on which no Euglishmal~ llacl ever before set eyes, and on 
his right towered tlie sacrctl peak of Chumulari, 22,944 feet 
above the sea. Mr. Uogle, accompanied by Dr. Hanlilton aud 
their Tibetan companion l'aintn, set out from T'ari:jong, and 
entered Tibet on the 24th oS October, 1774. This missiun was 
~olitically in~portant, and its results were of great geographical 
value. I think, therefore, that a brief reference to Nr. Uoele's 
cliscovarics, and to sonle of tlie inciclents of his journey (time 
will not allow of more), call scarcely fail to be interesting to tlie 
Neetirlg. 

Four days after leaving Pari, JIr. Rogle discovered two large 
Alpine lakes, called Shamtzo and Calutzo (the first is called 
Bamtchieo by Turner, tlle second is not narnecl by him), con- 
nected with each otller by stream. He also traced the river 
floniug out of the Calntzo TJake, and found that to be a tribu- 
tary of the Era l~maputr~~,  ~ l l d  identical with the Pcnanang-clnl. 
Tlle name of the second lake and the direction of tile outlet are 
cntilcly new geographical facts. The lakes were half frozen 
over, and were well stocked witli duckks and otlisr wild fowl. 
,~ntelopes, Byang, and hares were also seen ; and i t  wai; 
observed that animal life of all Iriuds was mncli more nbnntlmit 
on the bleak uplancls of Tibet tlmn in tllc noodecl gorges 01 
Bhuian. 



But llc~rc :I sligl~t difference occur~.td betuern Mr. Roglc 
alld llis Tibetall friend Pnima. The British Enyoy was natu- 
rally anxious to h n ~ e  some sport, while the Tibetan looked 
~li t l i  horror 011 acts of bloodshed, especially when act~lally 
nitliin sight of thc sacrcd peak of Churnnlari. Pailna stro~igly 
ob,jrctetl to sllootirlg, insistmy tlrat i t  was a great crime, that it 
xzo~ilrl give niucll scandal to t l ~ e  natives, ancl that it was pitr- 
tic.rllarly unln\\fiil within the liberties of' Chumuli~ri. Mr. Bogle 
ha 1 many long discussions with him on the subject, and tells us 
t11;tt " they \vthre supported on the side of the Buddhist by plain 
common-sense reasons drawn from his religion and customs ; on 
tlrc- side of the Rritisll Envoy by those fine-spun European 
:u.g~~ments nliii-11 serve rather to perplex than to convince." 
The latter grainccl nothing in argument ; but at  length a 
compromise Ilas arranged. Jlr. Bogle agreed not to shoot 
until they were fairly out of sight of the lioly mountain, and 
P i m a  consented to suspend liis prohibition in solitary ancl 
seq ucstered placcs. 

The march down the Valley of the Penanangchu and across 
the inner chain of the Himalayas to the Tibetan towns of 
(iiangtze and Painom has been described by Turner, who 
folloned along tlie sanie road a few years afterwards. But 
'I'urner never neat beyond Teshu-lumpo, while Mr. Bogle 
clrossed tlie great river Tsampu, near Shigatze, at  a point where 
it is about the ~Iidtli of the Thames at Putney. Having drunk 
some of its n:rter, ~raslsed his hands and feet, and tliro~vn a 
rnyec into it. he embarked in the ferry-boat, of which there 
wcsc several at  this place-well-built, flat-bottomed barges, 
ahout 25 feet long, consistirlg of a flooring of thick ylanlrs, and 
perpendicular sitles, about 4 feet high, with an opening at 
eitl~er end, cut donn to 2 feet, the whole bound together wit11 
bars of iron, and painted wllitc. There  as a large oar on each 
sidc, pulled by t~\-o men, and pushed by another facing them, 
nliile a woman Ilelped, by llailling on a line made fast to tllc 
end of the blade. The steering is managrd by a large oar from 
t h ~  stern. The boat carritd over twenty-three persons, seven 
llorscs and fourteen asses, besides baggage. The river is not 
rapid at this place, and great herds of bullocks and flocks of 
sheep \vercl nralting on each side for a passage. I n  the summer 
,z lighter Lind of boat is used for transporting goods, made of 
Isides, ~vitll ribs of nillow-poles, ahout 8 feet long by 4 broad. 
Mr. Bogle saw many of tliern on the bank, keel up, and some, 
with ;an end r,iisctl, serring as habitations for the boatmen. 

'I'lle flocks of sl~eep are used as beasts of burden. Some were 
coming from the nild and desolate country to the north, laden 
nit11 salt ,  ot1lr.r~ were retilrrlil~g from Giangtxe with cargoes of 



barley. Mr. Bogle describes t l ~ e ~ n  as large animals, with 
horns extending horizontally. He  met fioc~lcs of 1200 sheep, 
c~ach carrying two bags of grain weiglling from 20 to 25 lbs. 
They were very obedient to the shepherd's cull, and if any of 
them happened to stray they nere casily Lrougllt back by the 
shepherd's dog. 

After crossing the Tsanlpn, Xr. Uoglc marchecl up the 
valley of the Shiaag-clln to Samling, nncl went thence to 
a, small palace, called Desll~ripgay, in :L gorge a few miles 
beyond Namling, where the Teshu L a n ~ a  hacl rpsided for two 
years, owing to the prevalence of small-pox a t  Sliigatze. 

The Envoy describes the palace, the reti~ine, arid the cere- 
monies and receptions with graphic minuteness ; and he formed 
a deep and lastit~g friendship for tlie sacred person of the Tesllu 
Lama himself which had a tcmporarily importi~nt influence on 
Ihitish interests, and, i f  the tnro men had lived, might have lcd 
to permanently good results. Thc Lama was then about forty 
years of age. Although endowed ~ i t h  a portion of omniscience 
and many other divine attributes, his Holiness accommodated 
liiuiself to thc wealiness of mortals, and endeavoured to make 
himself loved rather than feared. The expressioil of his coun- 
tenance was smiling and good-humoured, his disposition open, 
candid, and generous. I l e  was extrcrnely merry and entcr- 
tajning in conversation, and t,old a pleasant story with much 
liumour and appropriate action. JLr. Uogle describes the 
ceremonies of blessing the people, the religions services, and 
tlie grand procession from Desheripgay across thc Tsarnpu to 
Teshu-lumpo, when the Lama returned to his capital. l i e  was 
on most intimate terms of friendship, not only with his Holi- 
ness, but wit11 his young nephews, the I'yn Kushus, and his 
nieces, tlie nuns, with whom he had a great deal of' laughing 
and merriment. During a week in March Mr. Bogle and Dr. 
Ilamilton ~ v e l ~ t  to a country seat of the I'yn liushns, on the 
northern bank of the Tsampu, n hence they obtained a magni- 
ficent view of the windi11g.s of the river and adjacent mountains, 
and where their hosts exerted theniselves to amuse them by 
hunting-excursions, and to please them by the most cordial 
hospitality ; for t l ~ e  Pyn Eushus made no scruple about shoot- 
ing when by tliemselves, and sllowed Xr. Bogle some good 
sport with greyhounds, got up  matches with bows and match- 
locks, and a grand hunt after musk-deer. But they had some 
fear lest they should get into a scrape with the Tesllu Lama 
if these transgressions wore mentioiied to him. On the whole, 
nothing could exceed i ~ i e  cordial friendship which sprang up 
between Mr. Eagle and the Tesllu Lama's family. 

When the Envoy finally left 'l'esliu-lumpo on his return to 
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Eengtl, on the St11 of April, 1717.5, he tells us that Ile took " l ~ i s  
last farewell of tlie Lama nit11 an aching heart, having becomc 
r t ro~~gly  attadled to 2ii111 for his civilities, his be~vitching- mnn- 
ners, antl his ::miable taharacter." Nor was this friendship of a 
flteting kind. A correspondence was kept rip between thc 
t ~ o ,  after Mr. 13ogle hat1 returnetl and was appointed Collector 
ot Wangpur. T ~ P  Ic t t~rs  from tllr l ' tshu Lama (one of nbicli 
is on the table) wese written in the cilriol~s Tibetan character, 
on papel. made fionr i l  species of Dapl~ne, nhicli ?rows in Nepal 
rind Bhutan. At Raligl~nr 31r. Yogle cstablishcd a fair, witlr 
qpecial immmiities and aclvaniagcs for the Tibetan and Bhu- 
tanese merchants, : ~ i ~ d  encouraged tlic intercourse between 
'I'ibet and Rengnl by ererj means that his oEcia1 positioll 
gave him, ant1 \\it11 tlie uarltl support of the Governor-General. 

Unfortunately the good Teshu Lama was induced by the 
J:nlperor of Chinn to \-isit Peking, where he died of small-pox ; 
and in the same year, 1782, Mr. BogIe died at Rangpur. Thcrc 
e m  be no doubt that the nay hiid bccn paved for opening tllc 
passes into Tibet for traffic and free interconrse. B d  the pre- 
mature loss of the negotiators was a death-blow to the bright 
hopes that nerc just~fied by their friendship Besides his 
journal and l c  ttcrs, Mr. Boglc drew up valuable reports on thc 
trade of Tibet, orr its religion and politics, and on the people. 
On his death all lris papers wcre packer1 np and sent to his 
friends in Scotland, and th ty  have remained untouched and 
unutilized, in a honse in Liyrsliire, ~inkil the present year. I t  
is true that JJTarrcn Hastings did not lose sight of his plans 
rrspecting Tibet; 'he sent a second en~bassy under Captain 
'I'orner in 1783, wlrich reacher1 Teshu-lumpo, folloning Mr. 
Rogle's route exac.tly, bat not going beyond that point. 'rhe 
good Lama was then dead, his successor \\as an infant, and tlich 
only result of the mission was tlie publication of Captain 
'l?ut.ner's interesting narrative in 1800. 

l'he death of the Tcslnl Lanla and of Nr. Bode, and t11c 
retircinent of the grent and enlightened statesman who placctl 
them in communjcation with each othcl; were the unfortunate 
cvents r~hich put an entl to the friendly, commercial, and diplo- 
~nntic intercourse between the two countries. And therc werc 
~ r i l  influences of another kind a t  work. I n  Mr. Cogle's con- 
versations with the Teshu Lama there is frequent allusion to t l ~ c  
t l~rbulel~t  ancl aggressive policy of the Gorkha R?ja of Nepal, 
and to the hindrances he was placinq in the way of commercial 
t~.nnsactions between India and Tibet. At last the Nepalese 
army invadeci the province of Tsang-, antl plundered the monas- 
tcry of 'Pcsliu-lnmpo. This led to intervention on the p i - t  of 
China, and in 1792 a grent Chinese army mnrcl~ed into Tibet, 



lltterly drfeatecl the Nepalese at IJiligri Maidan, drove thein 
ikcross the Himalaya, and dictnted a humiliating peace witlliil 
20 miles of Katruandn. Frorn that time tlle political influence 
of China in Great Tibet has been paramount; and altllough 
the internal administrntion is not intc.rfered uith, Chiiie~e 
troops remain in occup:rtion, and the exclusioil of foreigners is 
enforcecl by officially matching the Bhutan, Sikkim, Nepal, and 
La tlak passcap. 

It has been said t l ~ a t  the natch is so strict as to relltler it 
iinpossible for any Englisllinan to have passed into Tibet since 
1792. But this is not the ciise, as is proved by the fact, 
tlia,t in 1811 Thomas nlnnning actually reached the city of 
Lhasa, altliougl:l1 it is true that lie is the only Englishman who 
ever succeeded. 

The journey of this adventurous traveller has never beell 
described, and his manuscript narrative has remained unused 
in the hands of his fcamily ever since. This is the second 
English traveller to whose labours I desire to call the attention 
of the Meeting. 

Tllomas Nanning was a mathematical tutor at  Cambridge, 
~vho, after leaving tlic University, brooded over thc mysterious 
empire of China, nntil a t  last he rcsolved to undcrtakc a voyage 
to Cantoil to study thc language, and tllcn to attempt the cx- 
ploration of the unknown interior. Manning mas the fiieild and 
correspondent of Charlcs Lamb, who, during 1803, frequcntly 
nrged his friend to give up the intended visit to Independent 
Tartitry, as hc called it. " Thc rcnding of Chaucer has misled 
you," writes Lamb. "Do not credit his foolish storics about 
Cambuscan and the ring, and the horse of brass. Believe me, 
thcrc arc no such things. 'Tis all the poct's invention. A 
horsc of brass never fie\\., a i d  a king's daughter never talkcd 
I\ ith birds. Tlicsc arc all tales. Pray try and cure yoursclf. 
Takc hellcborc. Pray to avoid the fiend. Bead no books of 
voynges, they are nothing but lics, and 0, do not go to Indc- 
pendent Tartary ! " But all remonstrances were in vain, and 
armed with a lcttcr of introduction from Sir Joseph Banks, he 
anilcd for Canton in 1806. At'tcr remaining therc for some 
years, studying the language, he proceeded to Culcutta, whence 
in September, 181 1, he set out on his adventurous expedition to 
Tibet. I t  would appear that he appliccl to be employcd offi- 
cially as an Envoy, for \+hen the Ullincse anthorities at  Pari 
hinted at  overtures for opening commcrcc betwecn Tibot uiltl 
India, hc exclaims, "I cannot help feeling nhat fools thc Com- 
pany are to give me no commission, no authority, no instruc- 
tions. Fools to ncg1ec.t all opportunity they may never hive 
again." Manning mas obliged to go as a doctor, and in disguise, 
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i~rid of collrse Ilis clifLicuIties werc thus m~lltiplied tenfold. 
Ji'ort~xnately hc cllcountei,etl a (>llincsc general on the frontier 
at  l'ari-jon~, ~ 1 1 0  nas civil to him, ant1 wit11 whom he travelled 
lo I~llasii. F1.0111 J';ili to 6;iarigtac: lio followetl tho route taken 
Ily Bogle and 'i'urncr, 1,ut therib, instead of turning west to 
'Feahu-l~xn~l)o, he crossrd tlie inr~er l.;mgc of the Himalaya, 
ant1 lcachctl the hmous rii~gsliapcd lake of l'alti or Yamdok- 
( 8 1 1 1 1 .  

blanniug's jonlnal is a personal narrative, containing many 
incidents of the road, and IS especially valuable for its account 
of Ilhasa~ and of the Dalai Lama; b ~ ~ t  i t  contains little geo- 
graplzical information ; atr~l if it 1l:rcl not been for the accounts 
of Bogie, Turner, ant1 tht~ Pinidit of 1863, i t  would not be 
tmy to lual~e out llir roiitc. He  skirted along the Yamdok 
Lalrc for scvc,ral d a y ,  ant1 gives the Chinese name for it as 
Xaitzc (little sea). 1 h t  1 1 ~ ~  t1oe.s not appear to havc linorvn the 
niap of D'Anville, or the ~'eculiar form of tlie lake with its 
large islizi~d as there delineated. Hc merely says, "from the 
opl~wite  lnrnyin of tlie 1,ilce rose di~uinutive mountains in a 
contirinetl c~liairi." Ilc furtlier says tlmt the water of the lake 
is said to be lery unwhtrlesonlr~, and tliat it is not used for 
tlrinliing. IVIai~iiing crosser1 tlie Tsauipu in u large and good 
filrry-boat, aud reached L h a s ~  \\ithout further adventures. 'l'hc 
Uulai Lama was then i~b011t seven years old, and the traveller 
w:~s niucli ilnpresvetl by the refined beauty ot his IIoliness. He 
11~1 the simple :~nd ~lnaflectetl manilers of a well-educatecl 
princely child. Eis face was poeticaally, even affectingly, beau- 
tiful, and he nits of a gay and checrf'ul disposition ; his mouth 
perpetually unbending into a graceful smile, which illuminated 
his nhole caountenance. Mr. Illanning's narrative of his stay a t  
Lhasa is full of interest. He intendetl to have pressed on to 
China by way either of Sining or Elltitang, but eventudly he 
was obliged to return to India by tbe road he came, finally 
leaving Lhasa on the 19th of April, 1812. 

Thomas Manrii~ig was the last Englishman who ever entered 
Great Tibet; and only two Europeans have since been i ~ t  
Lhns't, namely the ,4bbB Huc and Gabet in 1846. Manning's 
jo~xrr~ey shows that, even after the Chinese campaign of 1792, 
Europeans could pass ii-om Uengal, tllrougl~ Hhutan, to Lhasa ; 
and that the difficulty of recovering the ground gained by 
\TTarren Hastings and Boglrx is not insuperable. But since 1812 
the nork has been co~ifined to enquiries and to visiting the 
lieads of passes-so far as Englislllnen are concerned. Csonln 
da Eoros did much ~raluable ser\ ice In this way. Mr. Hodgson, 
during his long residence at  Kathmandu, collected a mass of 
information respecting the geography, ethnology, trades, lan- 
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guages, and literature of Tibet. Captain Pelnberton, during 
his mission to Bhutan in 1838, and Mr. Edm, in 1864, made 
further additions to our knowledge, \%hich has been still more 
recently extended by the investigations of 12r. Edgar. But 
the list of those wlro liave tkctually reached the head of the 
passes leading to that forbidden land, vrhicll nns formcrly 
explored by Bogle, Turner, and nlanning, is very brief. First 
nrnong them are Dr. lIooker, the I'rcsitlent of the Royal 
Socicty, and the late Dr. Campbell, 1~110 reached the Donkin 
anrl Uongra-lama passes (18,500 fcct above the sen), lending 
froin the head of the Tista Vallcy in Siltkim, to Tibet, in 1849. 
Dr. Hooker also lisited two passes lcading from Nepal. In 
1870 Captain Cl1amt.r went its far as the Donkia Pass ; and in 
1871, our associate, Mr. W. J. Blnnford, accompmied by Captain 
Eln-es, explored the passes leading from Sikkiru to the Chumbi 
Valley, and visited those of Donlria and Kongra-lama, leading 
to Tibet. But no one, since the return of Maniling in 1812, 
has ever reached Pari-jong, at  the head of the Chunlbi Valley, 
the pass most used and most practicable, and by which all thc 
three English explorers entered Tibet. 

This total cessation of intercourse, either diplomatic or 
through English travellers, gives the arrangements of Colonel 
Montgomerie for exploring Tibet, by the agency of natives, 
an importance ~rliich can scarcely be over-estimated. Three 
journeys of Colonel iKoutgomerie's Tibetan emissaries liave 
been completed, and the results worked out; and one, that of 
the Pundit of 1865, has already been discussed a t  one of our 
Neetings. This explorer traversed the Nepal pass of Kirong, 
first sighted the Tsampu at  Tadurrl Gnmpa, and travelled down 
its valley to Lhasa. At Talla Lobrong the I'nndit found the 
height of the Tsampu Valley to be 14,187 feet above the sea ; 
at Shigatze, 11,822, so that there is a rapid descent. From 
Janglache, an important place on tlre Tsmnpu (or Narichu) 
mentioned by Bogle, to Shigatze, a distance c)f 85 miles, mer- 
chants and their goods are conveyed c l o ~ n  the river in boats. 
The Pundit also describes the Yamdok-clio (Palti) Lake, 
visited by Manning, as being 45 miles round, but only 2 or 3 
wide, becmlsc it encircles a large island with hills rising 2000 
or 3000 feet above its surface, as dclineated on D'Anvillc's map. 
But the Pundit, in contradiction to Manning, says that the 
water is sweet. The Pundit was at  Lhasa from January to 
April, 1866, and fixed its height at 11,500 feet above the sea. 
On his return he traversed tlic whole length of the valley of 
the Tsampu from Chusuljong(11,300 feet) to Tadunl(l4,187 fcet), 
and thence 140 miles higher up to the 1Zarial:-la Pass, n.liic.11 
separates Tsang from Ari, or Great Tibet from Little Tibet. 



Coloilel Nontgornerie's scculiti '!'ibeta~~ esplorcr set out in 
1871. He  crossccl a pars i r ~  Eastern Nepal, called Tiptit-la 
(Wallangchoo~~), wlliclr 11sd bccrl visitecl by Dr. Hooker in 
1848, re~tchcd the d r n n  river, :t tributary of the  Kosi, and 
t~fter traversing t\ \o otllcr passes, discocerctl a large lake 20 
lnilcs long by 16, caalled Cl~omtotlong, 11,700 fcet above t11c. 
sea; \\:hie11 11e melitiolls t ~ s  y i~r t  of the boulidary tret\\~eeil 
Sikkim ancl 'ribet. I Ie  thcn cros,ed tlic Lagu-lung Pass (16,200 
i'eet) over the inncr Hirn;~la!.;li~ range, and reuclied Shigatze. 
All this na5 I I ~ \ L  work ; but tlle most illtcresting part of tlie 
journey mas that froin Sliiqatzc. bncli into Ncpal, \ \hen he 
crosscd the grcat l~l .~in  of Ijingri-inaidan (13,860 fcet), wherc 
t l ~ e  Nepalese were clefeatrd by tllc Clrinese army in 1792. 
Thence lic follomcd a tr,ldc-route tiown the Uhotia Bosi, tllrougli 
a fearful gorge. Tllc ro,itl crosses tlle rivcr no less than 1 5  
times, 3 by iron snspension-bridges, ancl 11 by \toodcl~ I)ridges, 
24 to 60 paccs long. At o:icx 111:rcac tlu: sides of the gigantic 
clittsm were so closc t l i t~t a brjtijic c ~ f  S Ixnces would span it. 
L l lo l~g  the perl>cndicdular n , ~ l l  of rock ;L path is sl~pportcd clll 

iron pcgs let into tllcl kc-e of the rock. The p i ~ t h  is of stoi~e 
slabs coverecl with earth, oilly IS ~i~i:lrca nide, a third of' a mile 
long, and 1500 f t ~ t  above the roaring torrent. Such are the  
stupcntlons tlifficulties which Ilave l)cerr overcome in establishing 
curumunicatious bet\i.ecn Ncp:ll ~~r i t l  Tibet. 

The third explorer, a young 'I'ibc~t~xri, ~ 1 1 0  lrad been thoroughly 
trairietl for the worl;, ~ 1 : ~ s  dispatchril by Colonel Montgomerie, 
in  1871, to explore tlic 11n1~no~vn regions north of the Tibetan 
\yatershed of tile nppc3r Brahmapntra or 'I!sainpu. H e  rcached 
Bhigatxe in November, ancl l~aving l~nrcllnscd 50 slleep to carry 
the baqgagc, Ile c'rosseci the Tsnmpu a t  tlic point where Mr. 
Ilogle 11nd bcen kerricd over i l l  1771, and fi~llowcd Mr. Bogle's 
route to Namli~lg, on t l ~ r  right b;mk of the Shiang-chu river. 
It is interesting to find tl~;ll, 011 rrrore tlian one point, tile long- 
forgottttn journal of Mr. %:ogle f~~rilishes clvidonce of tlre accuracy 
of Colonel Jloirtgolneric's explorer. Thus tlie Cllom-gonpa, 
wliere, according to the c~plqrer ,  tlicre are 100 riurls, is in the 
very spot where ]{ogle stopped with t l ~ e  'l'eshu Lamu, t ~ n d  was . . -  
visited by nuns. 

The e s ~ l o r e r  advanced north fi.o;li Earnling with the inten- - 
tion of (bssiilg t l ~ e  range, called by IIoiigson the  NirLjii~- 
tl~angM, and of c~xploriilg tllc- great JS;~nlclro Lirltc-the Tengri- 
]lor of l l ' dnv i l l f~  :ilid the Clrincscl snrrcyois. The lunge .was 
crossed by tlle J i l~alul~~bn-In IQss, 1'7,200 feet abovc the sen, oil 
tlie 8th of ,Jann:rly, 1872. 111 this ~~~c~rnllnin-r:li~ge there are 
numerous hot-springs and two (ieysers, ~zliich throw u p  jets of 
uatcr to hc.iyhts r~sc*~c~tlinr. 60 Sccf. 'E'llc. T: ,rtc,r, in f ~ l l i ~ r g  ag:~iii. 



lieezes and forms pillar3 of ire up to t l ~ e  full lieigllt of the> jct. 
'I1i:cse pillars arc 30 feet in circnmlerencc, and tlie water within 
them, which is thrown up with great noise and violence, stood 
a t  a tcmperatnro of I S P ,  the l~oil;ng-~oiiit at that eleratioi~ 
being orliy 183.75'. 

l l  llie great 1,il;e to the 1lort11 of the nionntain-range is calTcd 

Nnmcho, or the " s l~y  lalre " (Teiigri-nor of our maps), and wiir 
touncl to be 50 niilzs ill length Ly fro111 16 to 35 miles broad. 
To tllc sooth it is bountled by thc Nitrji7a-thangZlE. Range. 
caunsisting of s~lowy peak, fiankeil by larqe gl,~ciers, ancl cnlmi- 
11;zting in tllc magrlific-ent penh of Jdng .ATi?rjir~-thalzgli, \VII~CII 
is probably more tll:~n 25,000 lcct above the level of the 
rea. The range was t r x e d  for more than 15'3 miles, running 
in a. north-easterly (lirclction. 'l',, the north of the laltc the 
mountains are not so high. Bctween thc. Si~~jin-than$& and 
tile ICuen-lnn Ranges tlie lofty plateaux are inhabited by no- 
lnaclic tribes and bailti-; of robbers ; there is no cultivation, and 
the inonasteries are the only fiscd Iiabitations. The tlrainagc 
is into tlle salt lakes at  the lo\\cst 1c.vels of tliis rcgion, tlzc chief 
of which is the Nan?clio or 'L'erigri-nor. 

'llhr, N;tmclio Lalie is considered s:lcred ; and altlloligl~ i ~ t  
such a very great distance from iuhubitecl clistricts, aud at so 
grcat an elevation above tlle sea, there itre several permanent 
PSuclclllist monasteries on its banks and on islands, which are 
visited by larga nun~bcrs of pilgrims. 'Pile lirke is 15,500 fect 
above thc level of the sea. 

The explorer, illaliir~g the monastery of Dorkii, on the. 
western shore, his head-quarters, made the complete circuit of 
the lake, and found that i t  had no ontlet. 'Bit larged illfluent 
is the Nai-chu, a wry  large stream conling from the east, abont 
10 paces across near tlie mouth. 

After returning to Dorlii&, the explorer once more set out on 
the 11th of February, 1872, ant1 a few days afterwards he made 
:i short excnrsioi~ to the nortilmard, and discovered another 
smaller lalre, called 13ul-cllo." Bat on the IStb, as tile tra- 
vellers were about to start, a b;~i1~1 of sixty arrrled robber- 
;~rri~i:(l  on horsebacli, and, in spite of their entreaties, took 
away al! their clothes a t ~ d  provisions, leaving tliein nothing but 
the instruments. AAor much b e ~ g i ~ i y ,  the robber-; gave thcrn 
back a piece of cloth each, \$it11 two sheep and two bags of food. 
but acltled, that if they gnrc any Inore trouble they -cvonld be 
i l l e  'Clie explorer had intended to have made liis may fron~ 
the Salurho Lake to China; but after the robbery Ile \I-;I- 

obligc(1 to marc.1~ a\ cjuickly as possible in the ilirection oi 
- - - 

" Bul incans l~ornx.  It, i, t i ~ c  cl~icT soul.cc of si~pply for 1,liain. 



Lhasa, nr1ic.r~ they \ \ c ~ c  likely to get into inhabited ground 
soonest. After suffering many privations, the explorer recrossed 
the nlotlntairis by the Dhok-la Puss, and reached Lhasa on the 
9th of March, \\hence, after a long and di6cult journey, he 
returned to the 11ead-quarters of the Great Trjgonometrical. 
Survey. His route-snr\ ey extends over 320 miles of a hitherto 
entirely unknonn country; the chief discoveries being t h ~  
position, size, and elevation of tllct great Narllclio Lake, and the 
height and direction of tlic Ninjin-tliangli Hange. 

r l  lhus, through the labours of tllese three brave and intelli- 
gent native explorers, Colonel Montgomerie has furnished us 
vith exact geograpl~ical kno\vledge respecting three of the 
passes between Nepal and Tibet- of Kirong, the Nilam-la, aiid 
Tipta-la; respecting the \\hole valley of the Tsampu from the 
Mariam-la Pass to Chusul-jong; the famous lake of Palti or 
Yamdok-cho; the position of Lhasa; the great chain forming the 
northern boundary of tlre basin of the Upper Brallmaputra ; 
the Nalnclio Lalic., and tllc interior drainage of Northerl~ 
Tibet. 

This irifornlat ion, vonl1)ined with the investigations of Hodg- 
son and others, and the personal obserl-ations of Bogle, Turner, 
and Manning enable us to form a sufficiently accurate idea of 
the trade-routes leading from India to Great Tibet, up the 
gorges of Bhutan, Sikkim, and Nepal; and of the physical 
features of the great plateau in rear of the Himalayan 
ranges. 

Commencing from the east, the first trade-route is through 
the couutry of the Towai~g Blluteas, who are directly sub~ect to 
Lhasa, down to Udalgori in Assam. Next we are told by 
Captain Pemberton, who traversed nearly the whole of Bhutau 
f'rom east to west in 1538, that there are several passes leading 
from Tibet into tlle valley of the 3Ianass, the traders finding 
their way to Dewangiri a t  the foot of the hills, and afterwards 
repairing to a great annual fair at Hazn, opposite Go\vllattp iir 
Assam. Then comes the pass of Pari-jong, by ~ ~ h i c l l  Bogle, 
Turner, and Manning foulld tlicir way from Bhutan into Tibet, 
and whence Tlbetan traders rocceded by I'aro and the Baxa 
Dicar to the fair establishe $ bp Dlr. Uogle at Ztangpur. A t  
Rangpur duties were abolished, and buildir~gs were erected for 
the convenience of the merchants, as well as of tl~eir animals 
and goods, the annual cost to Government being only 701- 
The l3hutsn caravans arrived in February and Marc11 at  Rang- 
pur, returning ill and June ; lnerchi~nts were thus attractetl 
to Rai~gpur in great numbers, and the excellent arrangement? 
for tlle benefit of trade, whicli nere made by Dlr. Cogle, con- 
tinued for half a century after his untimely deatl~. But I;ogle's 



arraiigel~lents were neglected ; and since 1834, when the Govern- 
nlent aid \\.as discontinued, the Rk~ngpur trade 11as almost 
entirely ceased. At the Assanz fairs, golil-dust, salt, mnsk, 
cow-tails, woollens, grid horses, arc exchanged for lac, madder, 
silk, cloth, and dried fish. 

Tile eastern Sikl~ini l'nsscs leading illto the Chumbi Valley, 
called Jelep-la, CGnatin-la, Yak-la, a id  Cllo-la, have recently 
been examined by Mr. Blanford a i d  Mr. Edgar. They are 
rarely interrupted by snow for many days, and form an alter- 
native route to that through Bllutan, up the Chulrlbi Valley tcs 
Pari-jong. Further north is the Ta~lkrsla Pass, 1G,OS3 feet, 
above the sea, which is the most snowy pass in Silikim, and the 
]nost difficlilt of access. The 1)onliia-la, a t  the head of the 
castern branch of the Tista, is PS,4(i6 feet above the sea, ancl 
the Kongra-lama Pnes, at  the head of the western branch, i r  
loner (15,743 feet). Tlicy are 11sed by Tibetan lierdsmen, who 
bring their cattle to graze in Silikinl, and by the people in 
the upper valley of the Tista branches, the Lachin nrld Lachung. 
who tnice a year carry wood into Tibet, and bring bacli loads of 
salt in return. 

The passesfrom Nepal into Great Tibet follo\rr the tribu- 
taries of the Kosi River. The two easternmost were visited by 
Ur. Hooker, and one, the Tipta-la, was crossed by Colonel 
Montgornerie7s second explorer. The more westerly pass, by the 
Butia Kosi was used by the same cxplorer on his return to 
India through Nepal. I ts  appalling ctiificulties have already 
been alluded to ;  and this is not the route aclopted by thtb 
Chincse Army in 1792, nlien i t  advanced upon Katmandu. 
r 1 I h e  easier military p a s  to the westward is closed to com- 
merce by tlie Chinese officials. I t  leads by Jongh-ajong to 
Tiirong. 

Once the intercourse between 13engal ant1 Tibet by means of 
these passes was frequent, and it should certainly be the aim of 
our rulers to restore it. The Tibetans hare always shown them- 
selvos clcsirous to promote such intercourse, ant1 there is cer- 
tainly no reason a hy the policy of permitting the passes to bc. 
closed through the jealous and selfish exclnsiveness of tllr 
Cllincse Government should be contin~~ed. Bogle enumerate-tl 
the prodncts of Great Tibet as consisting of gold, musk, cou- 
tails, wool, and salt. He wid that tlle genius of tlie Tibctail 
Governnient was favourable to commerce, and that no duties 
were levied on goods, so that, in his time, many foreign mer- 
chrints had settled in 'fibet. Cashmirian traders had establish- 
ments at Lliasa and all tlie princhipal towns of tlie country, and 
the Gosains, or trading p~lgrims of India, resorted to Tibet i n  
large numbers. 'L'lleir trade was confined to nrticlcs of great 
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value auil small bulk, and they travelled without ostentation 
and often by pnths unfrequented by other merchants. The 
Kalmulrs annually came to pay their devotions to the Lamas, 
bringing camels laden nith the furs and hides of Siberia. The 
Bhuteas brought the products of Bengal and Assam ; while the 
Chinese had establislled themselves in great uumbers at  Lhasa, 
and carried on a lucrative trade in the teas, porcelains, ant1 
brucacles of tlieir native country. The mercliants of Bengal am1 
Bahar sent their goods by tlie passes of Nepal and Bhutan. 
Tlley consisted of broadcloth, indigo, pearls, coral, chank, spices. 
tobacco, sugar, white cloths, satins; and the returns were in &old. 
cow-tails, and mr!slr. I t  ~r-as this trade ~vllich Wnrren Hastingb 
(lid so much to foster, and wliicli Bogle, as collector of Naiigpur, 
encouraged by the establishment of a fair, and the grant of 
privileges and immunities. 

But all the ground gained by these able administrators in the 
last century has since been lost. Mr. Edgar, the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Diir.jiling, tells .us a very different story in 1874. 
Owing to the illsecurity of the roads, the trade between China 
and Tibet is now much less considerable than was formerly the 
case. The chief article is tea of a coarse description and un- 
pleasant flavonr, which sells at Lhasa for eight annns the pound; 
and so totally have the English neglected tlie Tibetau markets, 
that actually Chinese tea is imported through Tibet into the 
British district of Sikkirn for the use of the inhabitants, altllough 
tea is grown on the spot. Euro ean arid Indian goods mainly 
reach Tibet through Nepal an i Ladak, and consist of broad- 
cloth, cottons, corals, pearls, tobacco, opium, and some rich 
stuffs. ?lie esports from Tibet by tliese chanuels are blankets, 
musk, cow-tails, borax, ponies, gold and silver, but no wool. 
There is also some local trade with Siltkim and Bhutan. The 
great wealth of Tibet lies in its flocks and herds; and enormous 
quantities of wool and ghee niight be imported into Beugal at 
cheap rates, if good practicable asses were once opened. The 
route proposcd by Nr. Edgar is 71 y a bridge across the Tista in 
Siklii~tl, and a road thence to tlie Cho-la lian e. 

I n  t l ~ c  prcsct~t papcr I liave endcnvourcc 7 to bring to the 
notice of tlie Society tile valuable results of the journeys of 3Ir. 
J3ogle and Mr. 3Ianning, which have only now been brought to 
light, and to give a brief account of the recent labours and dis- 
coveries of Colonel IIontgomerie's explorers in Great Tibet. 
These accounts embrace part of a very important sulject, namely, 
that'of the re-establishment of friendly commercial intercourse 
between Tibet nrid Bengal, a subject which will most assuredly 
receive attention in the near future. One thing is certain, 
th  at  any steps that may be taken to open diplo~natic intercourse 



with the Teshll and 1D;ilai Lamas, or to promote trade througll 
the Himalayan IS,~sscs, ca i i~~ot  fhil to atlcl to oilr stoc.1; of gco- 
graphical knowledge. 

XT.--iVar~c~tive of ( i l k  f l , ~ y l o ~ . ~ i t i o ~ ~  of the ATarrlcho, or Tesey/t,i ATiir. 
Luke, in Great Tibet, ?,lade by a A-utive l<xyZorei., clzcring 1871-2. 
Drawn up by Lieut.-Colonel T. G. i \ lo ;~~cornre~~r~ ,  ~ c . ,  F.n.s., 
&c., Dc~~)uty-8npei~intencIcnt (i. T. Snrx-ey of Intlia. ' 

I ~ U ~ I N G  1871 a rarty was orgnniscd with a vie\\. to ex~~loriilg 
sonic portion of the unlcnown rcgionr ~lortll oP Ilic Tibetar1 
w;ttcrshcd of tlic upper Bmllmal)~~tra. 'i'lle party consistetl of' 
$1 semi-Tibetan, a young m:tu \\ 110 11nd been thoro~ighl~ tr;~insci 
for the worli, nit11 four rclinblc assistants engagctl f'ro~n borilc~ 
~listricts; one of these latter had been eniployccl on tl fonner 
exploriitioii in a wxbortlinste c~~pacity, aiitl his esperic~ncr, as 
far as tr:1~i~Ili11~ in such countrie3 was conccr~~c~cl, \\auld littve 
bccii e?icchedingly uscft~l, hilt unfortunately lle \\as unable to get 
lnore tEiail a I ~ ; I Y ( ~ I ~  ~ C T ' O I I ~  the frontier, because tlie oficials on 
the other side of tile Himalayas wore tletcrmiiic(l to arrest lrim 
if he proceeded fr~rther, though his ostc~lsivc ol!jecat nas trade. 
Tliis being the case, there was l~otliilig for it hllt to arr~inge for 
his return, and to substitute anotlicr Inan in llis 1)lace. This 
was marlaged satisfactorily after EOIIIC delay. 

T l ~ c  cxplorin~ party then passed froin Knllzaon into the 
Tilottan l)rovince of Huncles or Kari-lillorsu~n. A t  tiist t11c.y 
got on rery well, but towards tllc encl of July, \i11('11 in i1ie 
nc>ighbourhood of tlic 3lAllsarowar lalre, their ptogrcss was fhr 
ronie time interrnptcd by n b;xnd of moniited robbers, vho 
made an incursion fro111 the east ; tllcy succeeded in cwtding 
the rolb<>rs. but llad to talic a circiutous route by L'~niug, 
hlstead of going direct to Sl~igi i t~e i'lom I\l6nsdro\\;~r. as Grst 
arranged. The party reac.hcc1 Shigntxc on the 24th of No\ em- 
ber, and rernaincd there twelve da! s, making i~lquiricls as to 
the bebt route to go to  thc Tengri N ~ r  lialre, :md l ~ r c y a r i ~ g  for 
the joulney. Slieep were the only aninials lil~clp to stand tllc 
journey, as the roads mere too stoily for y:il;s, anti t l ~ :  couiltrp 
\T;LS too cold ibr doalceys ; the explorers c.oiiscque~itl!- 1111rchased 
iifty shoep, and put a11 the baggage oil tlreir b ici\s. '1'11c~ party 
left Sl~igatzc on tile 6th of ISecember, ~n:llclli~rg as f,tr a,  the 
'̂  Kai~ling" village ; or1 the 7th they crossed the. great 13rdliiiia- 
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